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WHO'S WOO IN 'IBE WFSC
Member:

Bernie Kniffen

Bernie Kniffen (the K is silent) agreed to be interviewed for this issue of
the ATF. He has been very ill for over a year and has . just returned heme after
spending many months in a Madison hospital. He jokingly says that he had so rruch
wrong with him that the doctors ran the other way when they sawihim caning. He
was active in the Federation prior to his illness having served on the By-laws
coomittee and even having run for President of the Federation. He says that he is
on the mend now and eager to rejoin the Badger Stamp Club of which he was a member and even perhaps get reinvolved in the Federation as his strength is regained.
Bernie, who is 47 years of age,has been married to his wife Nancy for 17
years and they have no children. He worked for the Santa Fe railroad as a car repairman in iliicago for 8 or 9 years prior to his marriage. His soon to be wife
gave him a choice that he could either live in iliicago and stay single or that he
could move to Wisconsin and marry her. He chose the latter and has not regretted
it. He presently lives in the city of Madison, rut is moving "to the sururbs" to
Monona in April. Nancy has worked for WPS Insurance for 13 years. His anscestors
originally immigrated from Germany, rut he is not sure just when.
Bernie started collecting stamps while he was in high school. He and his
brother sorted stamps for a stamp company and pretty soon the stamps started looking pretty good. He started collecting worldwide at first, thinking that he could
get them all. One day he realized that this was impossible and now he specializes
on Danzig. Danzig was a small country where Gdansk, Poland,is now located arxi existed until Hitler overran it in WW II. The country use to anger Hitler by its
practice of overprinting the german stamps that it used with "Free Stamps Of Danzig".
Bernie collected until he went into service and he served in the Viet Nam war.
After he returned from service he again got involved. He says that he once traded
his stamp collection for coins and later he traded the coin collection for stamps.
Today he has collected some coins as well as his stamps. He enjoys reading and
he writes quite a lot of poetry for his own enjoyment. He has not published any
of this rut who knows, maybe someday. He lik.e s spectator sports but does not
hunt or fish.
He tells an interesting story of how he once was going thru a dealers 5¢
box and found a complete 20-stamp set of stamps from the Seychelles. Because they
were overprinted BIOT (British Indian Ocean Territory) they were worth $100.00.
He pointed this out to the dealer, but the dealer let him have them at the advertised 5¢ price.
His advice to other collectors is to give as many stamps to youngsters as
you can possibly give, and to encourage them in every way possible. After all
they are the future of the hobby.
We wish Bernie a speedy recovery from his recent illness and look forward to
his return to the world of stamp collecting.

THE CLUB CO-OP
by Karen Weigl, Secy., WFSC
4184 Ro.e Ct., Middkton, WI 53562

A recent newspaper article described them as "consummate pragmatists," driven by excellence and
practicality, with an apathetic
sense of loyalty. The description refers to the baby-boom generation,
which includes the 30- to 40-something crowd noticeably missing on
today's stamp club membership
roles. Needless to say, this generation of members is essential for
clubs to continue to exist.
Clubs in smaller communities report a special lack of active members in this age group, and their
elderly and declining memberships
face a two-fold problem: (1) to recruit the boomers to the hobby, and
then (2) pull them into their clubs.
While their problems may be enhanced because they have a smaller
populace from which to draw, they
do have the advantage of being able
to more easily reach their life-saving new blood. Their publicity isn't
competi,ng with the numerous other
events and activities available in
larger cities.
Hope is on the way with regard
to recruitment, but I'm afraid it
won't be until the years 2005-2010,
when the "baby-buster" generation
enters its third decade. At that
time, the hobby can expect a return from recruiting efforts of that
generation, which began in the
early 1980s. Can our clubs hang on
for another 12-15 years? And, can
it be assumed that the busters will
be more amiable to club participation than the boomers are today?
Regardless of how the busters
may re~.ct, the problem remains
that clubs and the overall hobby
have an immediate gap to fill. If
the characteristics of the current
30-40 age group are accurately described above, the approach might

be to concentrate on introducing
these individuals to the practical
aspects of the hobby. Emphasis on
philately as an inexpensive outlet
to be enjoyed as a family might appeal to them. Clubs must offer concrete benefits of membership, such
as group orders to obtain discount
supplies. The boomers also might
be more receptive to clubs that
maintain a sense of structure.
The bottom line is that if the
hobby and our clubs aren't serving
the needs of this generation, its constituents will quickly be moving on.
While I'm not totally sold on all this
"psycho-babble" (to borrow a Rush
Limbaugh term), I believe it's worth
more in-depth consideration, and I
welcome your comments.
I'm pleased that the list of incoming newsletters is growing. New
additions are:

• Belle City Stamp Club Newsletter (Racine), editor not listed
• The Mail Chute (Waukesha
County Philatelic Society), editor
not listed, but I suspect it is Pres.
Robert Mather.
• The Milwaukee Philatelist
(Milwaukee Philatelic Society), editor Tom Kassel, who just took over
for Mary Ellen Daniel. Mary Ellen
served as MPS newsletter editor for
10 years!
The Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club (Wisconsin Rapids and
Stevens Point) responded to the
question posed in my January column: "Why doesn't your club produce a newsletter?" They maintain
communication with their members
through copies of their meeting
minutes sent with the latest issue
of Across the Fence. My thank you
to the club for now including my
name on their minutes mailing list.

The Northwoods Stamp and
Coin Club (Rhinelander) confirmed that its president handles
producing the newsletter. This
means the job has recently been
turned over to Bill Juiian. They also
asked if I had any clip art to share
with them. I sent five pages worth,
plus Randy Neil's brochure titled
"The Stamp Club Newsletter: Writing, Editing, Producing it." If any
other club would like to have this
packet, just send me your request
with a SASE.

What Others Are Doing
The North Shore Philatelic
Society- of Milwaukee recently
hosted the Greater Milwaukee Area
clubs 7th annual Distinguished Philatelist Appreciation Dinner. This
year's honoree was Jim Maher.
Hosting of the event is rotated
among the following sponsor
groups: Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, Italian American
Stamp Club, Polish American
Stamp Club, Waukesha County
Philatelic Society, Gen. Billy
Mitchell Chapter (AAMS),
North Shore Philatelic Society
of Milwaukee, Germany Philatelic Society, Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club, and Masonic
Temple Stamp Club.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society again demonstrates
its tremendous amount of ambition.
This club of approximately 50 members will host TOPEX '93, the annual national exhibition of the
American Topical Association.
TOPEX '93 will be held June 25-27
at the Grand Milwaukee Hotel.
In spite of this horrendous responsibility, the club is offering a
full 1993 meeting schedule:
Jan. 14 - Christmas Philately Show and Tell,
Mini-auction, and Stamp Popularity Poll
Jan. 28 - Guest Night
Feb. 11 - Scavenger Hunt with a Heart and
Mini-auction
Feb. 25 - "Forever Young· Video (story of the
Canadian Blue Nose)
Mar. 11 - Annual Major Spring Auction
Mar. 25 - WFSC Trivia Contest
ftf,r. 8 - ln-<lepth Look at Stamp Varieties

THE CLUB CO-OP
(continued)
Apr. 22 - Philatelic Hangman
May 13 - Philatelic Disasters (the don'ts of
stamp collecting)
May 27 - TOPEX '93 Planning and
Mini-auction
June 10 - Donation Auction and Ice Cream
Social
Sept. 9 - TOPEX '93 Reports and Reco~
lections and Mini-auction
Sept. 23 - Stamp Buck Auction
Oct. 14 - Scavenger Hunt (with a stamp
mixture)
Oct. 28 - "The Air Mail Story• Video and
Air Mail Show and Tell
Nov. 11 - Annual Major Fall Auction
Nov. 25 - No Meeting (Thanksgiving)
Dec. 9 - Christmas Party
Dec. 23 - No Meeting (Christmas)

The Waukesha County Philatelic
Society meets on the second and
fourth Thursday of each month (except June, July, and August) at
First Financial Savings, 100 E. Sunset Dr., Waukesha. Activities begin at 7:00 p.m.
To accommodate a larger geographical area, the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club has always
held its two meetings per month in
two different cities - Stevens

Point (first Thursday) and Wisconsin Rapids area (third Thursday). The location of the first-Thursday meetings recently moved from
a church to the Stevens Point Library. The advantages of the move
are greater visibility and a free
meeting room. The disadvantage is
that the room can be reserved for
only three months in advance, with
the possibility of being bumped to
a smaller room in favor of a special
public activity.
Did any Wisconsin club benefit
from the fervor of media coverage
for the Elvis stamp? Fred Ericksen,
of the Fond du Lac Stamp Club,
was quoted in a front-page article
of that city's major newspaper. Unfortunately, the intense focus on the
stamp excluded any mention of the
club. I'd be interested to know if
any club actually was able to garner some publicity or attract meeting visitors because of Elvis.
A common rule of thumb for getting a message across is to say it
seven times in seven different ways.
Although many have responded before or since the fifth call, I'm still

not hearing from all of our WFSC
clubs. Here, therefore, is the sixth
tryAll WFSC member clubs:
Please send me, on a continuing basis, copies of your club
newsletters or meeting minutes. I also would like to have
supplemental news related to
any special club projects, activities or events. Note, the focus of "The Club Co-op" column is on CLUBS, but it Is not
meant to be a show/bourse announcement section. All ads,
show announcements and listings, philately-related articles
by individuals, closed albums
(which is news about individuals and NOT club news), etc.,
still go directly to Clete
Delvaux, Editor of Across the

Fence.
If desired, I'll be happy to furnish your club with a supply
of mailing labels addressed to
me: Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.

WFSC's 62ndANNUAL STAMP SHOW
hosted l,y the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Be Wild Collect
Stamps" is
the theme
of WISCOPEX '93 and features the
Wild Animal stamps contained in
the USPS booklet issued October
1, 1992. The cachet, while depicting the five fauna: panda, giraffe,
tiger, penguin and flamingo, will
be excitingly colorful and possibly unique. The Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society believes that
the cachet's method of presentation has never before been used
by a WISCOPEX host club. REALLY WILD!
Potential exhibitors are reminded that entries close on

March 15. A prospectus can be obtained from Exhibits Chairman
Fred Ziemann, T2426 CTH, WW,
Wausau, WI 54401. Reach him by
phone at (715) 675-6940.
A block of rooms with special

rates has been reserved at Howard
Johnson's, the show headquarters:
single $55; double $63, children under 18 free in double room (tax not
included). These rooms will be held
until April 9. Included with the
room rate is a full breakfast buffet.
Reservations should be made directly with Howard Johnson's at
(715) 842-0711. Do not use their 800
number, and be sure to mention
you are attending WISCOPEX.

Mark these dates on your calendar now: April 24-25. Plan to
"DO SOMETHING WILD" - come
to WISCOPEX '93.

Other Wausau-area Lodging
Budgetel Inns (715) 842-0421/800-428-3438
Comfort Inn (715) 355-4449/800-221-2222
Exel Inn (715) 842-0641/800-356-8031
Holiday Inn (715) 845-4341/800-465-4329
Midway Hotel (715) 842-1616/no 800 #
Rib Mountain Travel Inn (715) 355-5501/
800-552-4000
Super 8 Motel (715) 848-2888/800-800-8000

Further information regarding
lodging can be obtained from Exhibits Chairman Fred Ziemann.

JOINING WITH JUNIORS
By MaryAnn Bowman

Last months column related activities that Madison's Youth Coordinator, Karen
Weigt used at Danepex. This month I would like to share the ideas she recently
implemented when she visited a Madison school. Karen tells us in her own words.
"I was invited to talk for .an hour to youths ages 10-12 about (naturally) stamp
collecting. I prepared a 12-page display (in frames) : nine pages focused on types of
collections, three pages focused on stamp collecting tools. The talk began with going
through the .pages.
"I ordered a carton of 160 ASDA "My Stamp Album". I called the ASDA and
they said the albums are now available for $24 per carton. Each child was given an
album , and we focused on topical collecting . I went through the album asking the
children what subject(s) might be represented on each page.
"We then played a game, the purpose of which was to give the youngsters an
idea of the wide range of topics .that can be collected on stamps. The game was a
take-off on the "Who Am I?" activity. This time it was "What Topic Am I?" I had glued
large pictures of various stamps to sheets of paper (one stamp per 1/2 sheet of 8 1/2 x
11 " paper). The topic of the stamp was written under the stamp. Stamp picture sheets
were taped to the youths backs and they were to ask questions of their classmates
until they guessed their topic.
"Following the game was a demonstration on hinging stamps. I managed to
make a HUGE poster board example of a stamp, hinge, and album page -- used
Velcro to attach the hinge to the stamp and page.
"Next each child was given a bag of goodies : stamp literature from JPA, etc., a
packet of 30 off-paper stamps, and a packet of 30 hinges. The kids had an absolute
BALL going through their packets and hinging them to the ASDA album pages -- many
questions and much interest.
"Yesterday, I received a large envelope from the school. Each child had created
a "Thank You, Karen" stamp on 8 1/2 x 11 " paper. Made it all worth while! By the way,
Badger Stamp Club paid for the albums and hinges."

You too can create such excitement by volunteering to talk to schools about
stamp collecting. Many schools are looking for interesting programs for their classes
during the winter doldrums. If you need help in locating literature or have other
questions about stamp collecting presentations for schools, don 't hesitate to write to
me at PO. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. In the meantime, may the Luck of the
Irish be with you and your stamp collecting friends ! And if you ever find that you have
too many stamps, the WFSC accepts donations for use in their youth programs.
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Melissa Brooks is an eighth grade student in Plymouth. In addition to being a top
student in her class, she is active in church, 4-H, and enjoys reading and ballet in her
spare time. Melissa comes from a musical family so it is not surprising that music has
come to play an important part in her life. She sings and plays both the piano and
flute. Still Melissa has found time for stamp collecting and can often be seen helping
me with my KIDPEX show. Last year, her exhibit was in competition for the Ame rican
Youth Stamp Exhibiting Championships held in conjunction with World Columbian
Stamp Expo. Her exhibit was judged to be the Best Youth Topical. As March is
generally celebrated as Music in the Schools Month, I thought it might be appropriate
to have Melissa .tell about her keyboard exhibit in her own words.
When I was just seven years· old, my parents took me to a stamp show in
Milwaukee. I enjoyed looking at the dealers. I really liked a cover with a cancellation
of a piano keyboard on it. It was from Pol apex 1985. My parents bought it for me and
my Keyboard topical collection began. The keyboard interested me because I had
started taking piano lessons. Playing piano has become one of my favorite ways to
relax. I found a couple more keyboard stamps that day. I also took a Scott Catalogue
home from my library and looked for stamps with a picture of a keyboard on it. I kept a
want list with me when I went to future shows.
The first show where I exhibited my collection was the Tri-Code Youth Show in
Pennsylvania. I won a gold and a large plaque. I didn't realize that you could win
plaques and trophies so it became great fun for a second grader. My favorite stamp at
that time was a souvenir sheet showing Mickey Mouse at a grand piano.
As I grew older, exhibiting got tougher and I had to add more material to my
collection. Finding new material with just a keyboard on it got harder so I divided my
topic into different areas about keyboards including different pianos and their origin,
organs, and composers of keyboard music. Now my favorite part of my collection is a
section devoted to the 8.4 cent coil of the Steinway grand piano. I have a line pair, first
day cover, precancels, and an imperforate pair. I am currently trying to find all of the
150 different city precancels. Not an easy task! The imperforate pair I got many years
ago when a \18ry nice dealer made a super deal so that I could afford to add it to my
collection.
Right now I'm at 48 pages in my exhibit. I just competed in Florex and won
another gold which qualifies my exhibit to be entered in the Champion of Champion
competition in the AYSEC.
Thank you, Melissa! Many readers may remember seeing Melissa 's
exhibit in its infant stages. She has exhibited at KIDPEX, WISCOPEX,
MILCOPEX, FLOREX, and TOPEX. You can see her exhibit at the
upcoming TOPEX show being held in Milwaukee at the end of June.
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Wiscons in Valley Philatel ic Society
submitted by Wm. Grosnick, Sr.
The Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society meets at
7:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each month at the
Commission of Aging Building, River Drive, Wausau.
The WVPS sponsors monthly bourses throughout the
winter months. The last winter '93 bourse will be held
on March 13 at Howard Johnson's in Wausau.
The club also sponsors an annual show (WaUSApex)
on the last Saturday and Sunday of September. Due
to a problem with facilities, however, for this year
only, WaUSApex '93 will be a one-day show held on
Sunday, September 25th at Howard Johnson's.
WaUSApex '94 is ~cheduled for September 24-25.
This spring, April 24 and 25, 1993, the club will
host WISCOPEX '93, the 62nd annual convention, exhibition and bourse of the Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs. Representa tives from stamp clubs
throughout the state will attend the annual business
.meeting, which will be held at 1:00 p.m. on April 24.
This annual show is hosted by the various WFSC member clubs, so it is held at a different place each year.
WISCOPEX '93 will be held at Howard Johnson's in
Wausau.

BE A SPONSOR!
The WISCONSIN VACLEY PHILATELIC
hosts of WISCOPEX '93 / the
SOCIETY,
t
WFSC s Annual Convent ion/Exhi bition
invites all Wiscons inites interest ed
in stamp collecti ng to become Supporters of WISCOPEX '93.

Recogni tion is given to Supporte rs by
listing their names as SPONSORS in the
WISCOPEX Program Booklet.
If you would like to be a SPONSOR,
send your contribu tion to Treasure r,
WVPS, P.O. Box 71, Wausau, WI 54402 by
March 31
?
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FDCCW OFFERS ANNUAL AWARD
By Hank Schmidt
The Officers and Members of First Day Cover Collecto rs of
Wisconsi n want to announce the we are again offering our annual award
at WISCOPEX '93 for First Day Cover exhibits . Therefor e please
get to work on your FDC Exhibit, and see if you can be this year's
winner.

Our criteria is relat i vely simple. You are eligible if you
are a member of a Federati on Club i n good standing , or a member
of the Federati on-at-La rgeL You may be a Junior or Senior Member.
Your exhibit will win if it contains at least 60% FDC's foreign or
U. S.(a change in our criteria from other years)pl us any other
pertinen t philatel ic related material . Then the Judges will make
the selectio n of the exhibit that in their opinion makes the best
use of FDC's in its presenta tion. Otherw i se all of the other general
Federati on rules apply for WISCOPEX exhibits . You will find those
rules printed in the January edition of the Across The Fence.
We wish you all the very best of luck , and look forward to
seeing some interest ing FDC exhibits at WISCOPEX '93.

Thanks and a tip of the Federati on hat to the NORTHWESTERN
MUTUAL LIFE STAMP CLUB and the SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB for their
thoughtf ul donation s of money to help defray Federati on
postage costs!
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ACCUMULATIONS
WANTED--A ll State Duck, Fishing, Turkey Stamps On-Off Expired Licenses. Trade my better U.S., Precans, RW Ducks,
Plate# Singles. 1-414-633- 9568
SASE--E. Seianas, 2806 Jean Ave
Racine, WI 53404
THIS AD SPOT IS RESERVED
FOR YOU,
YOUR STAMP CLUB, OR
YOUR STAMP BUSINESS
JUST $2 PER MONTH! SEND
AD COPY & CHECK PAYABLE TO
WFSC TO EDITOR CLETE DELVAUX

tall Un11d1 Olrnlt, nt 377-9590,1!1' krn Mnrtln td
541 -6864 for more lnformotlons.

THE GREEN BAY PHILAT ELIC SOCIET Y INVITES YOU TO

BAYPEX '93
MAR CH 20-2 1
DOWN TOWN ER MOTE L
321 S. WASH INGTO N
GREEN BAY
11

11 U.S. POST
16 DEALER S
OFFICE 11 CLUB EXHIBIT S
11 CACHET ED SHOW COVER
•SPECIA L CANCEL
•JUNIOR S TABLE
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SHOW CALENDAR AND REGISTRY
1993
MAR 5-7

MILCOPEX '93, MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, MECCA-Bruce Hall, North 6th
Street and West Kilbourn Avenue, Milwaukee,

MAR 20-21

BAYPEX '93, GREEN BAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Best Western Downtowner
Motel, 321 S. Washington, Green Bay,

APR 3-4

OUTAPEX '93, OUTAGAMIE PHILATELIC SOCIETY,
Richmond, Appleton .

APR 17-18

SHEPEX '93, SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB,

APR 24-25

WISCOPEX '93, 62nd Annual Stamp Show of the WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF
STAMP CLUBS, Hosted by WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Howard
Johnson's, Wausau.

JUN 25-27

TOPEX '93, Hosted by Waukesha County Philatelic Society, The Grand
Milwaukee Hotel, Milwaukee. (Contact person: MaryAnn Bowman, PO Box
1451, Waukesha WI 53187-1451).

SEP 26

WAUSAUPEX '93, WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Howard Johnson's,
Hwy 51 & Cty NN, Wausau.

OCT 16-17

TOSAPEX '93, WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S.92 ST,,
West Allis, (Contact Person: W. Jaglowski, P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa WI
53213).

Colu■bus

Club, 2531 N.

OTHER SHOWS, BOURSES, AUCTIONS, ETC. ($1 PER LISTING)

ACROSS_THE FENCE is
the official publication qf the
Wi sconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs and is published
ten times a year. Display advertisting rates -are: full
page-$30, 1/2 page-$16,
1/4 page-$8, 1/8 page-$5.
Want ads (business card size
31/2" x 2"): $2 per issue;
must be irepaid. Inquire for
rates on other setups. Make
all checks payable to the

Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs. Deadline for
all material is the 10th of the
month preceding month of
publication. Send to: Clete
Delvaux, Editor, Across the
Fence, 1827 Aspen Ln .,
Green Bay, WI 54303 phone (414) 494-8868.

WFSC OFFICERS
PRFSIDENT
Erik Martini
P.O. Box 1266

Milwaukee, WI 53201
VICE PRFSIDENT
Greg Schmidt
870 Bengal Rd.
Neenah, WI 54956
CENTRAL OfflCE & SECY.
Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct.
Middleton, WI 53562

(608) 836-1509
TREASURER
Deanna Juhnke

3701 Jordan Ln.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

(715) 341-3465
VP YOUTH DIVISION
MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451
Waukesha, WI 53187

EAST CENTRAL REGION VP

Fred Ericksen
First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club
Oshkosh Phil. Soc.
Ripon Phil. Soc.
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Wisconsin Christmas Seal & Charity
Stamp Soc.

CENTRAL REGION VP
Roy Northwood
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Northwoods Stamp & Coin
Club (Rhinelander)
Wisconsin Valley Phil. Soc.

SOUTHWEST REGION VP
Ron Hayes (by appointment)
Badger Stamp Club
Baraboo Stamp Club
Janesville Stamp Club
Walworth County Stamp Club

MILWAUKEE REGION VP
Douglas Galasuwskl
Amer. Air Mail Soc. (Billy
Mitchell Chptr.)
Germany Phil. Soc.
Italian American Stamp Club
Milwaukee Phil. Soc.
North Shore Phil. Soc. of Milw.
Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club
Polish American Stamp Club
Wauwatosa Phil. Soc.

NORTHEAST REGION VP
Roger Oswald

SOUTHEAST REGION VP

Chain-o--Lakcs Stamp Club
Green Bay Phil. Soc.
Manitowoc Phil. Soc.
Outagamie Phil. Soc.
Wisconsin Blue & Gray Soc.
Northwoods Phil. Soc. (Iron Mt.)

Belle City Stamp Club
Cooney Numismatists &
Philatelists, Ltd.
Kenosha Stamp & Cover Club
Waukesha County Phil. Soc.
Wisconsin Postal History Society

Raymond Wood

