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WHO'S WHO IN 'IRE WFSC
Member:

Dwane Kaplenk

Our interview for this issue of Across The Fence was with Dwane Kaplenk, who
lives in the city of Rockford, Illinois. Dwane is the secretary of The Rockford
Stamp Club and is the president of the Janesville Stamp Club. He is also a member
of the Wisconsin Postal History Society, of which he was a director until last
year. He is a member of the Walworth Stamp Club and of the Bloomington (Illinois),
Stamp Club. Additionally, he is an APS member.
Dwane is not married. He has one sister living in the Rockford area but has
no brothers. His parents are still living. Three years ago Dwane sold his metal
fabricating and heat treating business and has considered himself a full time
stamp dealer since. At 50 years of age he isn't q~ite ready to hang it up yet, so
he is keeping his eyes open for just the right business to buy. He says that the
only ones who make any money at stamp shows are those who rent out the facility
where the stamp shows are held. He attends 40 or more shows a year, mostly in the
midwest. His stamp business is named ROCK AIRES COLLECTIBLES, and in addition to
stamps he handles post cards and antique collectibles if they aren't too large.
He attends post card shows as well . as stamp shows.
While in high school he collected stamps until his senior year when other interests sort of pushed it aside. About five years later a stamp collector aunt
asked him to take her to a stamp show. While at the show he suddenly realized
"Hey, I use to collect these", and he returned to the hobby. He eventually acquired his aunts collection.
His main interests are covers and postcards rather than just stamps. He is
especially interested in Wisconsin Postal History and has a lot of Green County
(Wis.) postal history. He also specializes in Winnebago (Ill.) postal history
had has acquired a lot of RPO covers. Duane has exhibited postal history exhibits
in the past.
Dwane has been the show chairman for the Rockford Annual spring show for several years. He also puts on a show himself in the fall. He has served as the
South Eastern Regional Vice President for the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs.
He served on . the WFSC Hall of Fame corrrnittee for three years as well.
Four years ago Dwane jumped down off a truck, something that he had done
many many times before. This time however he severely injured his knee and is in
need of a knee replacement. Unlike a hip joint or a finger joint replacement,
which can last a lifetime, knee joints generally last about ten years. Beyond
that a person may be confined to a wheel chair, thus his reluctance to hurry with
the operation.
He recently returned from a Knights of Colunbus national convention where he
had served as a delegate from the state of Illinois. He enjoyed that a lot. He
is a Chicago Bears fan tho he was at one time a Green Bay Packer fan. He originally lived in Milwaukee and that probably explains the switch in allegiance.
As we can see; Dwane has kept pretty active in the hobby and we wish him all
of the best in the .future.
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JOINING WITH JUNIORS
By MaryAnn Bowman

Use the Summer to Gear Up for Fall
Many stamp clubs and their youth groups have no planned meetings during the
summer months. Leaders would be well advised to use these "off" months to prepare
for the fall meetings.
This preparation may take on a number of different forms . You may need to
plan the emphasis or lesson for each meeting. You may want to make visuals to
accompany the lessons. You might need to solicit donations of philatelic materials.
Perhaps you have had some material given to you for use but have not had enough
time to organize it in a way that is attractive to the youth. Use the summer to attack
these projects.
Visuals are an important part of learning about the hobby. It does take time to
find the appropriate philatelic materials for your lesson and then to return them to their
proper places. You may want to consider making a "Sample Book". By preparing the
material once, and then keeping it together, you will always have a ready reference. If
stored in a three-ring binder, you can easily tote it to each meeting. Then if a question
arises about a particular term, you can pull out your book and be ready with a minilesson.
As a leader, I have also found that keeping a clipping file of articles cut from the
philatelic press serves as good resource material when I need to present a lesson. By
rereading the clippings that relate to the lesson, I can better organize my thoughts and
verify facts.
If you know what emphasis you are going to have at each meeting, you can
begin to gather enough philatelic material to use in a hands-on learning experience or
to give to the youth . The larger your youth group, the longer it may take you to find and
accumulate the desired material. On the other hand, it is also possible to design a
lesson around a donation.
Philatelic material shared with and given to youth must be presented in a way
that makes them want to take another look in the box . The material should be clean
and undamaged. It should be the type of material that you would want in your own
collection . Many leaders have found that too many stamps or covers may be
overwhelming to the young collector. Use a smaller box with fewer stamps. At the next
meeting bring a different source of material.
Some leaders choose to separate US material from foreign material. You may
also want to start several stockbook pages and fill them with popular topical collecting
areas.
If you have a budding young exhibitor, use the summer months to work with
him/her on the exhibit. Youth are under a lot less pressure in the summer time and by
working with them on an exhibit , you are helping to maintain their reading and writing
skills.
Use the summer months productively and you will harvest the benefits in the
fall .
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EXHIBIT AWARDS
Champion of Champions
***1993 Champion of Champions*** plus Gold -Language-The Connecting Link Between Peoples, by Fred
Ziemann

Thank you! -Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society for a great show. Special
recognition to show organizers Ron Fritz
and Ken Peters (c~-Show Chrmn.), Fred
Ziemann (Exhibits Chrmn.), Jim Johnson (Bourse Chrmn.), Wilmer Kendall
(Banquet and Facilities), Wm. Grosnick
Sr. (Publicity), Linda Schultz, and
Marilyn Grunenwald. Thank you also
for donating a set of your unique and
attractive show covers to the WFSC historical files.
Thank You! - Renee's Stamps for your
donation of a door prize the WFSC was
proud to award to the lucky winner.
Thank You! - Exhibit judges Frank
Moertl (Jury Chrmn.), James Maher,
and Chris Northwood.
Thank You! - Delegates of the 23
WFSC member clubs represented at the
62nd annual convention. Members of the
WFSC Executive Board always appreciate your input. Minutes of the Annual
Business Meeting are published elsewhere in this issue of Across the Fence.
Congratulations to -

Ray Atchison
(Fond du Lac Stamp Club)
Robert J. Mather
(Waukesha County Philatelic Society
Roy Northwood
· (Central Wisconsin Stamp Club)
for you_r induction into the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame, Class of 1993.

Gold, plus People's Choice Award - Wisconsin in the Civil
War, by Roger Oswald
Gold - Philatelic Terms Illustrated, by Claude Giralte

Open Division
***Best of Show*** plus Gold, plus PNC Collectors Club
Presidential Certificate of Achievement - Used U.S. Plate
Number Coils, by Ron Hayes
Silver, plus BIA Medal, plus AAPE Award of Honor Deuces Are Wild, by Karen Weigt
Silver, plus Wisconsin Postal History Society Award Postal History of Marathon County, by Wm. Grosnick
Sr.
Bronze - Smokey Bear, by Jacqueline Wagner

Youth Division
***Footloose Filatelists Grand Award*** plus Gold, plus
JPA Blue Ribbon, plus H.E. Harris Award - United
States Transportation Coil Series, by David Updike
Gold, plus Footloose Filatelists Reserve Grand Award Railroads on Stamps, by Paul Galaszewski
Gold, plus ATA Award -A Study of the Butterfl,y, by Amy
Galaszewski
Gold, plus First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin Award
- Wildlife of Wisconsin, by Jeff Schaffer
Silver, plus AAPE Award of Honor - Castles and Other
Dreams, by Jennifer Smith
Silver - Washington D.C., by Scott Weir
Silver - Who's the Best, by Amy Galaszewski
Silver - Ocean Life, by Susan Smith
Bronze - Air Travel, by Jonathon Weir
Bronze - Famous American Aviators, by Travis Moody
Bronze - Birds, by Katie Weir
Bronze - Flowers, by Jenny Weir
Bronze - Wild Cats, by Alexis Gill
Bronze - Space: The Final Frontier, by Alexis Gill

THE CLUB CO-OP
by Karen Weigt, Secy., WFSC
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562

Thou shalt not let educational
programs fall by the wayside,
and neither should you leave the
planning and execution of such
programs to just one individual.
Prosperous clubs endorse this
doctrine; those who ignore it, often dwindle into non-existence.
To ease the burden of program
planning, try making it an annual collective effort. May and
June are popular months for
elections, with the club activity
year beginning in September.
This makes the slower summer
months a prime time for planning sessions among new officers and/or the program committee. After brainstorming topics
for the year, divide the task of
immediately lining up speakers,
slide/video programs, etc.,
among members of the planning
group. By holding your planning
session no later than mid-June,
all programs for the upcoming
year can be confirmed by late
August. The reward of this advance planning is that, when the
time comes, your program chairman only has to do a follow-up
to make sure things happen as
anticipated. There's been a sharing of responsibility and you've
avoided the meeting-to-meeting
scramble for programs.
An equally valuable result is
that you're now in a position to
easily create a wonderful piece
of publicity. Simply have your

meeting calendar with programs
printed on card stock. Be sure
to include a big "VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME," your meeting
place and time, and a contact
phone number. Distribute the
cards in strategic locations - libraries, stamp shops, and post
offices (if possible). Then look for
your potential new members to
walk through the door. Your
"card-carrying" members also
will have a quick reference for
checking on meeting dates.
If your club is an APS mem-

ber, you can borrow any of their
100+ slide programs for your
meetings. Their director of education reports that almost all
programs have now been renovated and updated, and both
quality and viewer appreciation
have been considerably improved. Many new programs
also have been added to the APS
library. For information about
scheduling an APS slide program, call Connie Swartz at
(814) 237-3804, Ext. 139; or
write to Slide Program Coordinator, APS, P.O. Box 8000, State
College, PA 16803.
Slide programs/videos are
available from several other
sources . These include the
American Topical Association,
American First Day Cover Society, Philatelic Foundation, National Postal Museum, etc., and
rental offers are open to both

members and non-members. For
an SASE, I'll send you a copy of
my latest list of slide program
contacts for these groups.
A word of warning: within the
past year, at least two WFSC
member clubs were disappointed
when scheduling slide programs
from the ATA. In one instance,
the slides arrived after the
scheduled meeting date. The
other club never received the
slide program ordered. While I
can't attest to the reliability of
the other groups, I can vouch
for the efficiency of the APS.
While program planning, be
sure to reserve a February or
March meeting to participate in
the WFSC's annual Club Trivia
Contest. Nine member clubs
took advantage of this program
in 1993. If you've never tried it,
we'd like to see your entry, too!

What Others Are Doing
For the second year in a row,
the Badger Stamp Club
(Greater Madison area) has
arranged for a community tie-in
with their annual show. Last
year's theme centered around
the Wild Animals booklet issue.
BSC went to the local zoo officials and struck a deal. In exchange for a percentage of proceeds from show cover sales and
a bit of zoo publicity within the cachet, the zoo, through its
newsletter, promoted the show
and covers. Local mail orders
soared, and BSC was able to
present a check for $209 to help
support the zoo. The additional
benefit was getting a foot in the
(continued -

next page)

THE CLUB CO-OP
(continued)

door with the local newspapers.
While news of a stamp show
won't make it in the Madison
papers, zoo news does. Public
Relations 101: Attach Yourself
to the Bigger Fish.
BSC's 1993 show covers will
feature the Garden Flowers
booklet stamps and include a tiein with the local botanical gardens. Word is that the show site
will be decorated with seasonal
flowers, courtesy of the botanical gardens.
The Belle City Stamp Club
(Racine) recently participated
in the . 60th · anniversary open
house and tour of Racine's Main
Post Office. The club provided
stamp exhibits, with members
on hand to answer questions
about the club and the exhibits.
This action, no doubt, brought
in more new visitors to the next
club meeting.
In a similar venture, the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover
Club will promote its club
through stamp exhibits at the
post offices in Kenosha, WI, and
Zion, IL. They already have a
mail transportation exhibit on
display at the Zion Post Office.
On June 6, KSCC members
displayed exhibits and staffed a
table at a "Just Say No" rally
held at Carthage College. The
rally focused on exposing youths
to hobbies that offer alternatives
to the drug culture. Several
thousand young people and their
parents were expected to attend.
KSCC members also distributed

stamp packets and philatelic literature. Linda Brooks, of the
KSCC, coordinated the club's
participation at the rally.
Here's the results of the recent KSCC elections: Pres. Bob
Balcome, VP Serge Logan, Secy.
Helen Larson, and Treas. Dennis Mueller.
The Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club (Stevens Point
and Wisconsin Rapids) calls
them "mystery lots." I presume
they're referring to the large
stamp mixes many clubs purchase for resale to their members on a per stamp basis. Once
picked over, clubs are faced with
a decision on how to dispose of
the remnants. The CWS recently
donated a 16-pound package of
mystery lot remnants to a
stamps for children program.
Some clubs enter mix remnants
in their club auctions.
The Green Bay Philatelic
Society's May meeting program
was titled "Brag Night. " At this
show and tell parody, each member bragged about a newly acquired philatelic item, a news
item recently read, a personal
experience, philatelic story, etc.
A few months ago, the Milwaukee Philatelic Society decided to investigate the status
of the stamp collection held by
the Milwaukee Museum - a
project dear to my heart. Having been born and raised in Milwaukee, I vividly remember that
collection. Museum visits were
frequent in my childhood as family excursions, school field trips,
and later with my adolescent
peers. What a thrill it was -

the 45-minute city bus ride to
downtown Milwaukee, climbing
the tiers of steps to the massive
wooden museum doors and, once
inside, feeling awe-struck by the
enormousness of the vestibule
alone. Every visit included a
stop at the postage stamp display. Philatelic knowledge
wasn't a factor at the time; I just
wanted to see those beautiful old
stamps. And, to think of it, there
weren't any big colorful pictorials at that time either.
In retrospect, had I found
within the postage stamp display area an MPS publicity flier
welcoming youths, I might now
be recognized as one of that
club's former members.
Thank you, MPS, for keeping
an eye on that museum collection and for reporting it is still
in good condition. The MPS
learned that the collection is currently being carefully mounted
on album pages that will be secured in display cases. Thank
you, too, · for donating a lockequipped file cabinet to the museum for use in managing the
collection.
Keep that club news coming
to me, butNote:· Although the focus of
this column is on CLUBS, it's
not meant to be a show/
bourse announcement section. All ads, show announcements and listings, philatelyrelated articles by individuals,
closed albums (news about
individuals), etc., still go directly to Clete Delvaux, Editor of Across the Fence.
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Christopher Minnich is a sixth grade student living in Waukesha. He has
entered exhibits at KIDPEX WISCOPEX, and FLOREX. He is seen attending many of
the local stamp shows to obtain material in his collection. Last year he even attended
World Columbian Stamp Expo! Earlier this year, Chris found out that he had won first
place in his age group in a coloring contest sponsored by Stamp Collector. His prize
included the three-volume set of This is Philately by Ken Wood as well as a year's
·subscription to Stamp Collector newspaper. Now Chris will be able to read about
the new issues related to his favorite topical collecting area. Chris tells about his
collection in his own words.
I

I got started in stamp collecting when they offered it at our school. I joined and it
turned out to be fun! It started when I was in third grade. I collect the topic I do
because I like military aircraft. I have liked them since I was about five years old.
In my exhibit I show different kinds of military aircraft from World War I and World
War II, helicopters, and jet fighters from the Korean and Vietnam Wars. My favorite
stamps are a block of four from the Marshall Islands commemorating the Battle of
Britain during 1940. My favorite cover is on my title page and it shows a P-47O
Thunderbolt. I have been surprised by the number of stamps that have been issued
for World War I and II.
How do I learn about stamp collecting? Some resources I have used to learn
about stamps and stamp collecting are Mrs. Bowman. I .have used the Scott catalog
and other reference books. I have gone to dealers to see what they have to say. I
have gotten definitions on sheets of paper and read them. I have read stamp
.
newspapers too.
I have some advice for people who are thinking about joining the JPA (Junior
Philatelists of America). Go for it!! It is fun and it helps you stay out of drugs and
gangs. Go to shows and look at other people's exhibits and get some ideas. Also,
instead of going out and spending money on stamps, see if your relatives have some
stamps they can give to you.

Thank you Chris! You have given some very good advice.
Adults- and youth are welcome to join the Junior Philatelists
of America. For membership application, write to MaryAnn
Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187.
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British & Colonies - Europe - Asia

WFSC RED SQUIRREL
FIRST-DAY COVER OFFER

•

Colored, all-over cachet depicts a squirrel eating nuts.
Franked with the 29C ATM Red Squirrel stamp. To order,
send a No. 10 SASE and $1.S0 ea. to: De Juhnke, Treas.,
WFSC, 3701 Jordan Lane, Stevens Point, WI S4481.
Checks should be made payable to the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs.

WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC
SOCIETY PRESENTS ITS
ANNUAL

STAMP SHOW
STAMP COLLECTING IS FUN

FOR EVERYONE
Sept. 26
1O a.m. to 6 p.m.

Africa - Central & South America
Mint, used, all periods. Send 29¢ postage for
pricelist. Ask for List #All9

TOM KASSEL STAMPS, INC.
P.O. Box 37750
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53237-0750
Serving coUectors since 1980 • APS recognized dealer

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

WORLDWIDE STAMPS
By Country and by Topic
Collections Bought and Sold
Discounts on Albums and Supplies
Ed Fritz
Don Wendland
GREENDALE STAMPS
5810 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee
(414) 321-3337
Daily 9-5

-~·

{ .·11 .;

SUPER
ONE DAY SHOW
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~~
- ~
~- -

WAUSAPEX 93

WANTED

1

HOWARD JOHNSON'S
WAUSAU
The Biggest Show in Northern Wisconsin

Exhibits/Dealers/U.S.P.S.

FREE ADMISSION

Show Covers (no duplication), Perfins, State Ducks
Mint (no WI), Mint Wash.Franklin issues. Will give
nice US Mint or Used in
Exch.
Dorance Gibbs
223 N. 20th
Lacrosse WI 54601

THIS AD SPOT IS RESERVED
FOR YOU,
YOUR STAMP CLUB , OR
YOUR STAMP BUSINESS
JUST $2 · PER MONTH!
SEND
AD COPY & CHECK PAYABLE TO
WFSC TO EDITOR CLETE DELVAUX
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MINUTES OF THE 1993 ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING
WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS
62nil ANNUAL CONVENTION
April 24, 1993, Wausau, WI
The 62nd Annual Business Meeting of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Oubs was called to order by interim
President Greg S. Schmidt at 1:10 p.m., Howard Johnson's,
Wausau, WI. The invocation, given by Verna Shackleton,
included a tribu,te to President Erik Martini, who passed away
on March 15, 1993.
President Schmidt appointed Allan C. Marcus to fill the
interim vacancy of WFSC VP created when Schmidt succeeded to the presidency.
Secretary Karen.Weigt read the roll call of member clubs and
the following responded, having previously presented their
credentials at the door: (23 present; 9 not represented)
Badger Stamp Club
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
First Day Cover Collectors
of Wisconsin
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
Germany Philatelic Society
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Italian American Stamp Club
Janesville Stamp Club
Kettle Moraine Coin and
Stamp Club
Manitowoc Philatelic Society
Milwaukee Philatelic Society

North Shore Philatelic Society of
Milwaukee
Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander)
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Polish American Philatelic Society
Ripon Philatelic Society
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Waukesha County.Philatelic Society
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
Wisconsin Postal History .Society
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society

MEMBER CLUB BUSINESS
Treasurer Deanna Juhnke announced that to date, 30 clubs are
members in good standing, with an additional five membersat-large. Two clubs, Chain-o-Lakes Stamp Oub and First Day
Cover Collectors of Wisconsin, have not yet paid 1993 dues.
MINUTES
A motion was made .to approve the minutes of the last
meeting. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
President/ Vice President Greg Schmidt reported that since
the death of Eric Martini, he's been in contact with most
members of the Executive Board and has tried to make the
presidential transition as smooth as possible. To conform with
the WFSC Bylaws, he relinquished his committee positions
and has appointed Vern Witt to take over as chairman of the
Judging Committee. As VP, he attended all Executive Board
meetings. He produced a new set of BLUE BOOK update
pages and worked with organizers of WISCOPEX '93 . He

additionally worked with members of the Judging Comittee,
which updated the WFSC's judging sheets.
Karen Weigt, Secretary, reported that she recently initiated
"The Club Co-op" column which appears in Across the Fence
and requested that clubs participate by placing her on their
mailing lists for receipt of club newsletters. Major efforts in
1992 were to coordinate the WFSC booth at World Columbian Stamp Expo, and to set up the basic WFSC historical
files, which were then passed on to the WFSC Historian. She
attended all Executive Board meetings, perfonned duties as
outlined in the bylaws, and assisted several committees and
project coordinators, which included designing the logo
imprinted on the WFSC Columbus, WI, Happening postcard.
She submitted many various news items for publica~ion in
Across the Fence and served on the Publicity and Public
Relations Committee. Karen coordinated and staffed the
WFSC society table at MILCOPEX '93 and will do the same .
for the upcoming TOPEX '93. Upon Erik Martini's death, she
assisted with the presidential transition, infonned the WFSC
membership of the tragedy, and submitted news releases to
the national philatelic press.
Treasurer Deanna Juhnke distributed copies of the WFSC
finance report. A summary of figures are:
Checking and Savings (CDs)
on Hand

12131191

12/31 /92

$4538.85

$4552.52

Deanna commented that the approximate $3500 now in CDs
is being held for use as up-front funds for future WFSC
projects, such as a revised edition of the WISCONSIN ON
STAMPS handbook. She added that expenses to produce and
distribute Across the Fence far exceed income generated by
the publication. In fact, annual dues income falls just short of
covering expenses for Across the Fence. To minimize
newsletter expenses, she urged clubs to order oniy the number
of copies absolutely needed. Some clubs might be able to
order just one or two copies of each issue and photocopy
them for their memberships. A motion was made to approve
the treasurer's report. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
In the absence of MaryAnn Bowman, Vice-President,
Youth Division, Robert Mather read her written report which
stated that Wisconsin can be proud of its achievements in
promoting stamp collecting among youth. Wisconsin youth exhibits are flourishing on both the state and national levels.
1992 marked the fifth annual KIDPEX. Thirty-four youth
exhibited at KIDPEX '92; these same exhibits were then
shown at FLOREX '92. KIDPEX, coordinated by MaryAnn,
also includes a variety of educational and hands-on activities,
and plans are underway for the '93 show. Mary Ann Bowman
and Jim Maher were instrumental in developing youth
activities at World Columbian Stamp Expo. MaryAnn
expressed her appreciation for philatelic items donated to help

support the youth program. For KIDPEX '93 she wants to be
able to present some m~aningful awards to_ more of the
participants, and delegates were asked to urge., their clubs to
submit monetary donations to the KIDPEX Youth Fund.
Roger Oswald, Northeast Region VP, reported he has six
clubs in his region and, in the past year, he attended at least
one function each of four of those clubs. He also attended
two of the four Executive Board meetings held throughout the
year. On behalf of the Manitowoc Philatelic Society, he then
presented a $100 check to the WFSC to be earmarked for
youth activities. The donation was made in memory of Lyle
Hobbs, . who passed away in December 1992. Lyle was
extremely active on the local and state levels and a staunch
supporter of junior philately. It was clarified that the donated
funds be split between MaryAnn Bowman's endeavors and
the Footloose Filatelists.
Fred Ericksen, East Central Region VP, reported he has
been in contact with all clubs in his region. He additionally
holds membership in three of the six clubs in his region. Fred
attended all but one Executive Board meeting. He chaired
WISCOPEX '92 and has presented stamp collecting programs
for the .Fond du Lac area Cub Scouts. He expressed his
surprise at the death of Erik Martini and announced the Fond
du Lac Stamp Club's recent loss of John Freirich, of Waupun.

Roy Northwood, Central Region VP, reported that he
worked at the WFSC booth at World Columbian Stamp Expo
throughout the entire duration of the show. Additionally, he
and Wm. Grosnick Sr. produced approximately 5,000 WCSE
souvenir cards, which entailed gluing a used copy of the
original 2¢ Columbian to each card. Although the cards
publicized the WFSC, costs of the project were absorbed by
he and Bill. Some 4500 of the cards were distributed, free of
charge, to WCSE visitors. All clubs in his region are doing
well. In addition to its annual show, the Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club will again participate in the upcoming Wakely
Inn Pioneer Days. This year, they'll also be involved with the
100th anniversary of the Nekoosa Post Office, as well as
planning for hosting WISCOPEX '94. The Wisconsin Valley
Philatelic Society, of course, spent a great deal of energy this
past year on hosting WISCOPEX '93. Their last annual show
went well, and dealers report the club bourses are going good.
The club sponsors a youth table at all of their events and,
unfortunately, the person who used to handle the table passed
away last year. Roy attended all shows in his region, including last year's successful Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) show. Contacts with the Chippewa Valley
Stamp and Coin Club have failed to pull them into the
WFSC. Roy attended all WFSC Executive Board meetings
and events. He was particularly impressed with the success of
the Columbus, WI, Happening held last October.

Douglas Galaszewski, Mihfaukee Region VP, reported that
his desired level of WFSC participation was somewhat
curtailed throughout the past year because of personal
conflicts. He did, however, attend all but one WFSC Executive Board meeting, he served on the Finance and Hall of
Fame Committees, coordinated the Columbus, WI, Happening, and developed a flier listing area shows and WFSC club
meeting schedules. He additionally served as president of the ;
Footloose Filatelists. Doug represented the WFSC at Erik
Martini's funeral and has since taken over distribution of
Across the Fence. His future goal is to develop a closer tie
between the WFSC and Milwaukee-area clubs.
In the absence of Raymond Wood, Southeast Region VP,
Karen Weigt read his written report which stated that he
made a contact with the Rockford Stamp Club to invite them
to rejoin the WFSC. The club has not yet taken any action,
and the matter has since been turned over to the new WFSC
SW Regional VP, who lives closer to the Rockford area. He
plans to attend the upcoming meeting of the Kenosha Stamp
and Cover Club, and he recently wrote to the Lake County
Philatelic Society inquiring about the status of their club.
Hopes are that they will become an active club again and
rejoin the WFSC.

Ron Hayes; Southwest Region VP, reported that he's held
this position only since January and, therefore, is in the
process of accessing the status of the clubs in his region so he
can determine how he can be of assistance. He has contacted
all clubs in his region, including a follow-up with the
Rockford Stamp Club. Some clubs are struggling with a drop
in membership. They recognize the problem, however, and
are taking steps to recruit new members. On the other hand,
the Badger Stamp Club has been gaining an average of 4-5
new members per month and has broken the 100-member
mark. Ron related that it will take considerable effort to
convince the Rockford Stamp Club to rejoin the WFSC, but
he will continue to make the WFSC's benefits of membership
and visibility apparent to the club. He wrote to the latest
contact of the now inactive LaCrosse Stamp Club. Although
there's been no response, he did speak with two other collectors from that area, who expressed some interest in getting
the club together again.
REPORTS OF ST ANDING COMMITTEES
Deanna Juhnke, Chrmn., Finance Committee, stated the
committee made several recommendations to the WFSC
Executive Committee within the past year: (1) monetary
support and a free ad in Across the Fence for KIDPEX; (2)
a $200 expense limit to produce a souvenir card for the
Columbus, WI, Happening; (3) allow the WFSC Wisconsin
State Sales Tax Exemption Number to be used by clubs
hosting WISCOPEX without conditions attached (still under
Executive Board consideration); and (4) disallow monetary
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support to clubs hosting WISCOPEX, but do provide support
through volunteer manpower and free publicity in Across the
Fence (to be considered by the Executive Board). The
committee also assisted the Historian in setting up a budget
and recommended guidelines for collecting historical materials. The committee is currently checking on liability insurance
policies to protect the WFSC against potential lawsuits that
could occur in conjunction with its activities. Deanna said the
committee urgently needs the counsel of an attorney to clarify
a legal question and requested the volunteer assistance of any
WFSC member with legal qualifications.
Karen Weigt, member of the Publicity and Public Relations Committee, said the committee's major effort of the
past .year was coordi11ating the WFSC booth at World
Columbian Stamp Expo, which was an overwhelming success.
The committee recognized Douglas Galaszewski for his
efforts in organizing the WFSC Columbus, WI, Happening
and for producing a show/bourse/club meeting information
flier, for which he donated the printing costs. For the sixth
straight year, the committee coordinated a Oub Trivia
Contest, and much publicity and good will was generated
through the . WFSC-sponsored national cover exchange
program. It was the committee's idea to institute "The Oub
Co-op" column now appearing in Across the Fence. Future
plans are for a special event in conjunction with the annual
Sheboygan Airport Wings and Wheels Fly-In, Drive-In, and
for a philatelic promotion at one of Wausau's many annual
community events. The committee performed its usual duties
of submitting new releases to the philatelic press and keeping
a watchful eye on national happenings. The committee
coordinated and staffed the WFSC society table at
MILCOPEX '93. The same will be done at TOPEX '93,
where the WFSC will perpetuate good will a.'Ilong topical
collectors throughout the nation by distributing a gift to all
who stop at the WFSC table. Karen requested that WFSC
member clubs keep the committee abreast of club activities
and promotions by providing fliers and brochures for distribution through the WFSC when it is represented at various
philatelic events.
Greg Schmidt, 1992 Chrmn., Judging Committee, stated
that under his leadership, the committee worked with the
First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin to establish a
mutually acceptable judging sheet and criteria for the group's
annual exhibiting award. The new Philatelic Artwork exhibiting category was established, and the general judging sheet
was updated. These achievements are reflected in the packet
of BLUE BOOK update pages distributed to all delegates.
Greg announced the WFSC currently has 12 WFSC-cenified
judges available for club shows. He then turned over the
Judging Committee files to Vern Witt, the new chairman of
the committee.
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Robert Mather, Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee,
reported on his extensive efforts throughout the past year to
promote a Dairy Cow issue. This included providing the
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee with sample illustrations
of the proposed issue, and he's now awaiting word on that
endeavor. Plans are to vigorously promote a Lunt-Fontanne
issue and begin research and a letter-writing campaign for a
Richard Bong stamp. Bob repeated last year's plea for
someone else to step forward and assume the duties of the
committee. Although he will continue with the committee
until a replacement can be found, he is currently overburdened with a variety of other philatelic matters which
prevents him from being able to do justice to committee
responsibilities. President Schmidt reiterated Bob's call for
help, even if it is to only assist Bob with some of the
committee assignments.

Vern Witt, Chrmn., Committee on Exhibitions, reported he
was in contact with WISCOPEX '93 Show Chairman Ron
Fritz on a monthly basis, and he arrived at the show early to
assist with the set up. Since show plans were handled very
well, little action was needed on the part of the committee.
Karen Weigt, Chrmn., Bylaws Committee, reported that
although no specific action was taken by the committee
within the past year, counsel was provided on many occasions
as to content and interpretation of certain articles and sections
contained in the WFSC Bylaws and Standing Rules. Most
instances were with regard to appropriate use of the WFSC,
Inc. 's Wisconsin State Sales Tax Exemption Number. Karen
added that Southeast Regional VP Ray Wood recently
accepted an appointment to serve with her on the committee.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES I PROJECTS
AND OTHER APPOINTEES
Clete Delvaux, Newsletter Editor, requested that delegates
urge their club members to submit articles for publication in
Across the Fence. John Fagan, who prints the newsletter,
asked for comments about the 8112" x 7" format introduced
with the April 1993 issue. Comments were that the line
length for camera-ready submissions can be increased to 8",
and the reduced format probably will save on postage. A
concern was expressed about camera-ready display ads being
reduced. A show of hands indicated delegates approved of the
smaller format. It was suggested that instructions related to.
margins and line lengths be published in an upcoming issue
of Across the Fence for those who submit camera-ready copy.

Clete asked for clarification of what constitutes an ad (for
which clubs are charged), as opposed to a free press release
where show cover ordering instructions are included. Deanna
Juhnke explained that current policy allows one free press
release per event where information regarding a cover offer
can be included, provided that specific ordering instructions

are not spelled out. Anyone interested in such covers can
write for further infonnation from the show chainnan or any
other designated individual mentioned in the article. The
WFSC Executive Board was asked to reconsider this policy
and possibly allow inclusion of show cover ordering instructions within press releases. MATTER REFERRED TO
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Steve Langkau, WFSC Historian, reported that he is now
holding the WFSC historical collection, which was turned
over to him in September 1992 in five 3" three-ring binders.
Since that time, he has added some material, and the entire
collection is on display this weekend at the WFSC society
table area. He has composed a few short articles from
infonnation found in th~ collection and has sent them to the
WFSC Newsletter Editor for use as fillers in Across the
Fence. Steve attended all meetings of the WFSC Executive
Board and has submitted a budget to the Finance Committee
with a recommendation that a floating account be established
for his use in receiving monetary donations for the purpose
of purchasing known missing historical items. Steve commented that he welcomes donations of WFSC memorabilia;
items must, however, be directly related to the WFSC. He
suggested that potential donors might first contact him to
ensure that items to be passed on to him are, indeed, WFSCrelated and needed for the historical collection. Steve will
provide an itemized receipt for all donations. The value of
donated items can be claimed as a deduction on personal
income tax returns. A receipt for those purposes can be
obtained from Treasurer Deanna Juhnke. Delegates were
urged to pick up a listing of items known to be missing from
the WFSC historical collection.
Greg Schmidt, BLUE BOOK Coordinator, stated that a
packet of BLUE BOOK update pages was given to all
delegates at the check-in table. These pages include revisions
made to various sections of the book. This year's revision
packet also contains an instruction sheet explaining exactly
which pages should be purged and where each new or revised
page should be inserted.

Karen Weigt, Council of Philatelic Organizations representative, related that COPO is currently maintaining a low
profile and probably will dissolve in the near future. The
reason for its demise is related to the recent severe budget
cuts being made within the U.S. Postal Service, a major
source of funding for COPO. Karen learned that philatelic
promotion is low on the list of Postmaster General Runyon's
priorities. He, therefore, has refused further funding to COPO,
and plans are to discontinue the October National Stamp
Collecting Month promotions. This includes the annual
mailing to clubs that provided infonnation, helps, and ideas
for clubs to promote the hobby within their own local
communities. COPO' s treasury is down to its last $60,000 to
support its various projects, which includes grants to the
Junior Philatelists of America stamp packet distribution
program and the American Stamp Dealer's Association
promotions of philately to youths through schools and
libraries. Plans are for the APS Chapter Activities Committee
Newsletter to pick up on providing philatelic promotion ideas,
and it's hoped that funding for COPO's projects will be
covered by other organizations.
On behalf of Mary Ann Bowman, Cover Exchange Coordinator, Robert Mather read her written report. It stated that in
conjunction with last year's National Stamp Collecting
Month, club's, philatelic organizations, and individuals were
invited to submit 10 unaddressed, cacheted covers with either
a pictorial or first-day cancellation. In exchange, 10 different
covers were returned to each participant. The program was an
overwhelming success, resulting in the exchange of 1,110
covers nationwide. It took MaryAnn approximately 30 hours
to handle the exchange, which will be offered again this year.
Modifications, however, will be that participants will be asked
to submit 11 alike covers in exchange for 10 different covers.
The extra cover received from each participant will be
retained and used for the WFSC youth program and/or other
WFSC activities. Covers will be submitted in October with
the exchange taking place after the end of that month.

OLD BUSINESS -- None

Karen Weigt, American Philatelic Society representative,

NEW BUSINESS

reported that by keeping abreast of APS policies regarding
annual chapter reports, the WFSC earned an $18 credit in
1992. The credit will be applied to the purchase of a future
gift or prize going to one of the WFSC member clubs.
Twenty-six of the WFSC's 32 member clubs hold either APS
chapter or affiliate membership. She explained the many
benefits of membership and urged delegates of non-member
clubs to pick up an application fonn and sample copy of the
APS Chapter Activities Committee Newsletter. Karen was
involved in the WFSC's endorsement of candidates for this
year's APS elections. A list of those endorsements was made
available to all delegates.

Bids for Future Conventions -- Reconfinned bids were:
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club (Stevens Point) for 1994,
Waukesha County Philatelic Society for 1996, and Wauwatosa .
Philatelic Society for 1997. The Badger Stamp Club entered
a bid for 1995, when delegate John Schalliol, of the Kettle
Moraine Coin and Stamp Club, announced their withdrawal
due to a declining membership which foresees the hosting of
WISCOPEX '95 as an overambitious project for their limited
resources. The Outagamie Philatelic Society entered a bid for
1998. WISCOPEX '94 will be held April 30-May 1, at the
University Center, Stevens Point.
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WFSC-sponsored WISCOPEX '94 -- President Schmidt
called for a motion to allow the WFSC, Inc. the option to
choose to sponsor its own annual convention and exhibition (WISCOPEX) in 1994. He explained that the passing of
the motion could allow the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
legal use of the WFSC, Inc. 's Wisconsin State Sales Tax
Exemption Number in conjunction with expenses for
WISCOPEX '94. Basic groundrules to protect the liability of
the WFSC, Inc. will be set down and agreed upon by both the
WFSC Executive Board and the Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club prior to the actual granting of use of the number.
WISCOPEX '94 is the perfect opportunity for a trial-run on
.wowing all future WISCOPEX host clubs use of the number.
There is no conflict of interests, as Deanna Juhnke,
WISCOPEX '94 Sh9w Chairman, is also the WFSC Treasurer. Deanna stated that the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club has
a very limited budget and cannot afford rental costs at a
commercial facility. The University Center, a state-owned
facility, is affordable and the cost can be cut even further if
the club can produce a Wisconsin State Sales Tax Exemption
Number, as held by the WFSC, Inc. Use of the number also
could help cut costs on the banquet, purchase of awards,
printing, etc. The WFSC, however, has to set some guidelines
for use of the number to guard against its possible misuse in
the future. It also has to investigate legalities with regard to
liability insurance if WISCOPEX is going to be declared a
direct WFSC, Inc.-sponsored event. The motion was made as
called for (bolded above) by delegate Fred Ziemann, of the
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

Story," was presented to the club's delegate. The annual
WFSC contest provides clubs with a program idea for use at
a February or March meeting, and this year's answers will be
published in an upcoming issue of Across the Fence.
Hall of Fame Class of 1993 -- Jim Maher, Chrmn., Hall of
Fame Committee, announced nominees Ray Atchison, Roy
Northwood, and Robert J. Mather for the Gass of 1993. A
motion was made to accept the nominees. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
President -- Greg S. Schmidt was elected without opposition. Greg shall serve a two-year term beginning January 1,
1994.
Vice President -- Douglas Galaszewski was elected without
opposition. Doug shall serve a two-year term beginning
January 1, 1994.
Vice-President, Youth Division -- MaryAnn Bowman was
re-elected without opposition. MaryAnn Bowman shall serve
an additional one-year term beginning January 1, 1994.
Regional Vice-Presidents -- The following will serve a oneyear term beginning January 1, 1994: (re-elected without
opposition) Northeast Region -- Roger Oswald, East Central
Region -- Fred Ericksen, Central Region -- Roy Northwood,
and Southeast Region - Raymond J. Wood; (elected without
opposition) Milwaukee Region-- John Fagan, and Southwest
Region -- Ron Hayes.
OTHER APPOINTMENTS

Club Support for National Stamp Collecting Month -- In
response to the COPO report announcing the U.S. Postal
Service's plans to discontinue the annual National Stamp
Collecting Month promotion, delegate John Krueger, of the
Manitowoc Philatelic Society, made a motion to encourage
clubs to write to the appropriate authorities indicating their
support for the continuation of the promotion. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
WFSC Financial Support for WISCOPEX -- A motion was
made by Fred Ziemann, of the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic
Society, to authorize the WFSC Executive Board to investigate the possibility of the WFSC providing monetary support
to clubs hosting WISCOPEX. If possible, this support should
begin with WISCOPEX '94 and continue annually as long as
finances permit. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
AWARDS
1993 Trivia Contest Prize -- In the absence of MaryAnn
Bowman, Robert Ma.ther read her written announcement that
nine clubs participated in the 1993 contest. The Outagamie
Philatelic Society won the contest with the most correct
answers. The prize, a 35-minute video titled "The Air Mail

I2.

Ron Fritz and Ken Peters (co-Show Chairmen of
WISCOPEX '93), in accordance with bylaws, were automatically appointed to serve a three-year terin on the Standing
Committee on Exhibitions with co-Chrmn. Vern Witt and
Perry Harris, and Fred Ericksen. Automatic appointments
to the Nominating Committee are Chrmn. Vern Witt, Roy·
Northwood, and Wm. Grosnick Sr. MaryAnn Bowman
was appointed to serve a three-year term on the Hall of Fame
Committee with Chrmn. Douglas Galaszewski and Verna
Shackleton. Clete Delvaux was reappointed Newsletter
Editor.
CLOSED ALBUMS

A moment of silence was observed in honor of the following
WFSC members deceased in the past year: Edward Balaban,
Art Boyce, Norman Damerow, John Freirich, Lyle Hobbs,
Esther Hundhausen, and Erik Martini.
A motion was made to thank the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic
Society for hosting the WFSC 1993 convention and exhibition.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

THE SIXTH ANNUAL WFSC CLUB TRIVIA CONTEST ANSWERS
1. CL 1 Buffalo Balloon Air Post Semi-Official
2. Martin Van Buren (Stamp Collecting booklet shows him on a single stamp and
souvenir sheet and he appeared on the 1986 Ameripex Presidential souvenir
sheet.)
3. World Stamp Expo
4. There were none.
5. E1
6. American Philatelic Research Library
7. #330 Pocahontas (1907)
8. The oldest notable appears on the 1-cent and the youngest on the 10-centers in all
the seven groups
9. #914 and/or #512
10. #1840 shows 1839 date, #1839 shows 1838 date
11. Thomas Edison in 1924 and Admiral Richard Byrd in 1933
12. 29-cent Flower Coil (Stamp Ventures)
13. #231,610, 705,707,732,907, 908, 1008
. 14. 1-cent Jefferson postal card #UX27
15. Jack Rosenthal
16. #118, 231, 2616, 2625a
17. The Great Americans
18. #947, 1085, 1474, 2145, 2198-2201 , 2410, 2521 (Any two)
19. #1205 - the 1962 Christmas stamp
20. #717 Arbor Day

FROM YOUR EDITOR'S DESK

Please get me any materials for the September ATF by August
10.
At WISCOPEX 93, a West Bend delegate asked me how one goes
about being featured in Robert Mather's "Who's Who in the
WFSC" on ATF's front cover.
If you have a candidate for that
column, contact Robert Mather at S56-W29562 Roanoke Drive ,
Waukesha, WI 53188-9750 . Be sure to include the address of
the candidate and his or her phone number.
Robert will
follow up.
Because Editor Hank Schmidt sends me a copy of Th~ Wisconsin
Cover Sheet, I have been following the slow death of the
First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin.
It is sad to see
the current officers, who have served for many years,
pleading for someone to take up the reins of leadership and
no one coming forward.
I suspect that finding new blood is a
problem for the hobby in general. Still it is sad to see no
one willing to put in the time (it doesn't take that much
time) to keep the FDCCW alive.

SHOW CALENDAR AND REGISTRY
SEPT 26

WAUSAUPEX '93, WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. Howard
Johnson's, Hwy 51 & Cty NN, Wausau.

OCT 2

DANEPEX '93, BADGER STAMP CLUB. Holiday Inn Southeast, I90 & Hwy
12/18 (Exit 142B), Madison. (Contact person:Karen Weigt, 4184
Rose CT., Middleton, WI 53562. Telephone (608) 836-1509.

OCT 16-17

TOSAPEX '93, WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S.
92 ST., West Allis. (Contact Person: W. Jaglowski, P.O. Box
13102, Wauwatosa WI 53213).

FEB 19-20

STAMP SHOW '94, KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER CLUB. St Mark's
Auditorium, 7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha. (Contact person: Dennis
Mueller, 7620 - 10th Ave., Kenosha WI 53143)

MAR

4-6

MILCOPEX'94, MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, MECCA, Bruce Hall,
Milwaukee. (Milwaukee Philatelic Society, PO Box 1980, Milwaukee
WI 53201-1980)

OTHER SHOWS, BOURSES, AUCTIONS, ETC.

($1 per listing)

SEPT 18-19 STAMPFEST'93. MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Gonzaga Hall, 1435
S. 92 ST., West Allis.

ACROSS THE FENCE is

the official publication of
the Wisconsin Federation
of Stamp Clubs and is
published ten times a
year. Display advertisting
rates are: full page-$30,
1/2 page-$16, 1/4 page$8, 1/8 page-$5. Want
ads (business card size
3112" x 2"): $2 per issue;
must be prepaid. Inquire
for rates on other setups.
Make all checks payable
to the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs.
Deadline for all material
is the 10th of the month
preceding month of publication. Send to: Clete
Delvaux, Editor, Across
the Fence, 1827 Aspen
Ln ., Green Bay, WI
phone
54303
(414) 494-8868.
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